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Airport Expansion
Projects Bring Dollars
to Glynn County
 

The completion of the North Apron Expansion
Project this month has increased the
development potential for property at the
Brunswick Golden Isles Airport (BQK). The
additional 270,000 square feet of paved apron
space allows access to hundreds of acres of
prime industrial property and the airport’s
8,000-foot runway for new and existing tenants.
     Stambaugh Aviation, a maintenance, repair,
modification and overhaul operation that
employs more than 100 highly trained and
specialized workers, has already been able to
grow their operations on the North Apron. Their
new expanded facility, which includes an
additional 20,000 square feet of hangar space,
will be completed by fall of this year.
     “Stambaugh Aviation is appreciative and
supportive of the Glynn County Commission’s
commitment in moving forward with the
development of the Golden Isles Airport,” said
Mark Stambaugh, Accountable Manager for
Stambaugh Aviation. “This commitment has not
only permitted our expansion to proceed, but
will pave the way for increased economic growth
of the airport, which is an integral part of our
community”.
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     The next project to be undertaken at the Brunswick airport is the East
General Aviation (GA) Relocation. FAA Airport Improvement Program (AIP)
entitlement grants are programmed to contribute to the project in the
amount of $3.3 Million. It is also anticipated that the Georgia Department of
Transportation (GDOT) will provide additional grant funds for the project,
combined with local funding.
     Fixed Base Operator (FBO) in Brunswick, Manning Aviation has already
obtained airport approval for plans to build operations, hangars, training,
maintenance and fuel farm servicing for corporate and privately owned
aircraft.
     “Funding the airport infrastructure will enhance and grow the economic
base of Glynn County, creating a strong financial return on investment,”
noted Robert Burr, Executive Director of the Glynn County Airport
Commission.
 

(L-R) Glynn County Airport Commission Executive Director Robert Burr, Scott
Barksdale, Lance Toland, Senior Administrative Assistant Katherine Kissling
(seated) and Commissioner David English. The local pilots were recognized for
their assistance to an aviator in distress.

Mid-Air Assistance Aids Pilot
At twilight on May 26, local pilot Lance Toland heard an unnerving
transmission on his radio as he approached his home base at McKinnon St
Simons Island Airport. A pilot was lost, and with darkness approaching, she
was unable to find her destination airport. Toland recognized the fear in her
voice, and attempted to contact her to offer assistance.
     “I told her she needed to land the aircraft immediately, and offered to
tell her how to find the nearest airport when I realized she had a ‘hot mike,’
and she couldn’t hear me,” he said.  With the microphone stuck on
broadcast, she would be unable to hear Toland’s repeated attempts to
contact her, or anyone else attempting to help.
     Fortunately, Toland was not the only pilot flying that day that could hear
her. Scott Barksdale, a local charter pilot with Ascension Air out of Atlanta,
was on his way to the airport on St. Simons Island as well.  He overheard
Toland urging the pilot to land, as well as her stressful broadcast and came
to the same realization that she had encountered technical problems with
her radio. He recognized the voice as a pilot who flew from an airport he
used frequently. Using his on-board traffic awareness navigation system,
Barksdale found what he felt was her aircraft on the screen. He approached
the Cherokee 140 cautiously, knowing it could be alarming to the distressed
pilot to have someone fly up close too quickly.
      “I think it freaked her out a little at first,” Barksdale noted. “But then
she recognized me. We were within range for my cell phone to work, and I
happened to have her number so I texted her. I told her to follow me, and
that I would call ahead and have the lights turned on for her.”
     The pilot followed Barksdale to the nearest airport then was able to fly
on to her destination. Modern technology proved its worth that day, but the
happy ending to the story was because of something that cannot be
purchased and installed.  Due to the caring, diligence and determination of
experienced aviators, the pilot and her three passengers made it home
safely that night.
 

Michael Menon Earns
Certification
 

Michael Menon, C.M.,
manager of the Brunswick
Golden Isles Airport, was
recently awarded the
designation of Certified
Member of the American
Association of Airport
Executives. Awardees of the
AAAE C.M. designation are
required to pass examinations
that require expertise and
comprehensive knowledge of
airport management essential
to the operation of all
airports. Topics covered
include Finance and
Administration; Planning,
Construction and
Environmental; Airport

Operations, Security and Maintenance; and Communications and Community
Relations. Members who complete the AAAE C.M. program earn the right to
use the “C.M.” designation after their name. Menon’s mastery of the
certification curriculum will benefit the Brunswick airport’s passengers and
local aviation community.
 

Pilots’ Progress
 

Congratulations to these pilots who have achieved their licenses and
advanced their ratings at McKinnon St Simons Island Airport.
 
 

Above, L to R:
 

Kasey Barker: Added CFI Multiengine to his Certified Flight Instructor
certificate
Jacob Bryant: Added Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL) to Commercial
Pilot certificate
Carson Charest: Added Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL) to Commercial
Pilot certificate
 

Above, L to R:
 
Nicholas Harlow: Added Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL) to his Certified Flight
Instructor certificate
Michael June: Added Instruments rating to Certified Flight Instructor certificate
Aiden Millar: Private Pilot certificate
 
 

Above, L to R:
 
Patrick Ozanne: Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL)
Cameron Sebring: Upgraded Pilot Certificate to Commercial Airplane Single
Engine Land (ASEL)
Dameon Wilson: Private Pilot Airplane Single Engine Land (ASEL)

From the Archives:

Pilot Captured by Pirates
 

When McKinnon Field, now McKinnon St. Simons Island Airport, opened in
1938, there was no scheduled passenger service available. The next year, a
flood of letters from community leaders, civic organizations, even Georgia
Governor E.D. Rivers, presented a convincing argument for passenger
service to the Civil Aeronautics Authority, the agency that licensed aviation
operations in the nation at the time. In 1941, the permission was granted
and Eastern Airlines flew its inaugural flight to St. Simons Island amid
community excitement and proud fanfare. Young ladies who were members
of the local service organization, Pirates of the Spanish Main, surprised the
Captain and “captured” him, much to the amazement of a passenger who
watched from the window. Today, the airport on St. Simons welcomes scores
of visitors to the Golden Isles, even if they are dressed like pirates.
 

To view more historic aviation photos, please visit
www.flygcairports.com/historic-photo-gallery.html
 

 

To make reservations visit delta.com
 

To subscribe to Airport Update,
and receive news of special Delta fares available

when flying to or from Brunswick Golden Isles Airport,
 please visit flygcairports.com

Select “Newsletter Sign Up” on the bottom of the home page.
 

Let us hear from you!
Something on your mind?  Send us an email at commission@flygcairports.com
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